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The Fourth and Fifth Form Curriculum and Choosing Subjects 
 

GCSE and IGCSE 
GCSEs and IGCSEs are the qualifications that pupils at College work towards during Fourth and Fifth 

Form. They are essential public examinations, and have two main functions: they are important 

stepping-stones on the way to A Level, and increasingly they play a significant role in university 

admissions and job applications. This booklet outlines the courses offered by College and some 

guidance on how to choose from the options. 

 

GCSE and IGCSE are fundamentally the same qualification. GCSEs are the courses offered by all UK 

exam boards and form the basis of the government’s National Curriculum Key Stage 4. IGCSEs 

(International GCSEs) are offered in a smaller number of subjects by the Edexcel and CIE exam boards, 

and are often used by leading independent schools. 

 

College pupils take a mixture of GCSEs and IGCSEs. Each academic department selects the course that 

offers the best introduction to A Level study, and the deepest and broadest education. Universities 

are very happy with IGCSEs as independent schools have been using them for years. Parents may be 

aware that new GCSEs have been introduced in a number of subjects, and the main sections in this 

booklet detail exactly how each subject will be examined. In the rest of this introduction the word 

‘GCSE’ refers to both courses. 

 

The courses and examinations 
Pupils sit all GCSE examinations at the end of the Fifth Form, except Maths for Set 1 and some native-

language GCSEs. The vast majority of GCSEs are examined through linear examinations; that is to say, 

exams that take place at the end of the Fifth Form. A minority of subjects offer a mixture of written 

examinations and coursework; this is work that the pupils do in prep and class time, which is then 

assessed to form a percentage of the final GCSE mark. Coursework takes a variety of forms, from 

essays to projects, and is intended to give pupils a chance to work independently and on a broad 

scale. 

 

The most important aspects about GCSEs are that: 

• the quality of the results is what matters, not the number of passes; 

• pupils should follow an enjoyable and diverse set of courses that reflects all their strengths. 

 

The top grade for GCSE has, until recent years, been A*. The lowest pass grade has been officially G; 

however, employers and universities do not regard any grade below C as a pass. College has 

considered C as the lowest pass grade. The Government’s reformed GCSEs, introduced in September 

2016, employ numerical grading: 9 is the top grade and 1 the lowest. A pass is considered as a grade 4 

as opposed to a C, and the A/A* grades have become 7, 8 and 9. The top grade 9 has no current 

equivalent and is above all letter grades. Some IGCSEs still use alphabetical grading, however. Pupils 

who begin their Fourth Form in September 2022 may therefore have a mix of numerical and letter 

grades when they receive their results in the summer of 2024. The table below shows the letter and 

number equivalents. 
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Subjects: Core, Modern Languages and Options 
The majority of College pupils take ten GCSEs: a six-subject core of English Language, English 

Literature, Mathematics, two science subjects, and a modern foreign language; and four options. 

 

Subjects are arranged in three groups: 

 

1. Core: 

English Literature and English Language: At the end of the Fourth Form, a small number of pupils may 

be offered the possibility of concentrating their efforts on English Language as opposed to Literature. 

These pupils will therefore achieve nine GCSEs. 

 

Mathematics: 

 

Sciences: all pupils take two GCSEs in Science, either by choosing two separate subjects from Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics, or by choosing Dual Award Science, which is a course that includes aspects of 

all three of Physics, Chemistry and Biology, and results in the award of two GCSE grades. Some pupils 

opt to study all three sciences; anyone who wishes to do this can select the third science as one of 

their ‘Option’ choices. 

 

2. A modern foreign language: 

French, German or Spanish (as a continuation subject). 

English as an Additional Language for pupils for whom English is not their native language. These pupils 

will therefore sit a maximum of nine GCSEs. 

 

3. A choice of a further four subjects from: 

Art 

Classical Civilisation 

Classical Greek 

Computer Science 

Design and Technology (specifically choosing either Resistant Materials or Textiles) 

Drama 

French 

Geography 

History 
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Latin 

Music 

Sports Science (leading to a GCSE in PE) 

Theology, Philosophy and Ethics (Leading to a GCSE in Religious Studies) 

 

Breadth and Balance 
Pupils should aim for a good balance of subjects: 

All pupils should take at least one Humanities subject (e.g. Geography, History, TPE). 

Good linguists are urged to consider taking two Modern Languages and/or Latin and/or Greek. 

 

Pupils should consider taking one of Art, Design and Technology, Drama or Sports Science (please 

note that it may not be possible to take more than two of these). These subjects have a large practical 

element and add breadth to the GCSE curriculum. 

 

In addition to their GCSE lessons, pupils continue to have their tutor-led Floreat course as well as the 

full programme of College sports, music and activities. All pupils have weekly tutorial periods as well 

as fortnightly 1-2-1 reflection meetings that allow their Tutor to address issues concerning academic 

progress.  

 

Extension and Support 
The College is committed to finding the right level of extension and support for every pupil. Classes in 

some subjects are differentiated by setting, especially in English, Maths and Modern Languages. The 

setting arrangements in Fourth Form depend on performance throughout Third Form in class and in 

exams. In these setted subjects, the top groups go beyond the confines and requirements of IGCSE, to 

work in more breadth or at a more advanced level. Optional subjects are not usually setted in order to 

provide us with the flexibility to timetable as many pupils’ desired choices as possible. 

 

Pupils aiming in due course for the most competitive universities and university courses should make 

full use of the extension activities on offer: extension classes in departments; Lower College Society; 

evening subject society meetings; trips and visits. 

 

Pupils who need extra support should work with their tutors and with Miss Marquis, Head of Learning 

Support (see entry later in the booklet). Please note that any pupil seeking special arrangements in 

exams, such as extra time, will need to be assessed by the Learning Support Department in the course 

of Fourth Form. 

 

For some pupils, the demands of studying the normal ten-subject curriculum may be too great. In 

these cases, pupils will be advised to consider opting for nine GCSEs; the timetabled lessons for the 

tenth subject are allocated to supervised study periods and, where appropriate, Learning Support 

sessions. 

 

Timetable for choosing 
Heads of Departments and I will speak to Third Form before the Spring Half Term. Pupils also benefit 

from a ‘GCSE Options afternoon’ in January when they attend presentations from the optional 

subjects they are considering. Options choices are requested by Wednesday 23 February 2022. 

 

The teaching timetable and blocking system 
The first choice of subjects is made completely freely; we want to know what subjects each pupil 

would ideally like to follow. On the basis of these choices we set up the timetable for next year. 

Although we do our best to meet pupils’ choices, the demands of timetabling and staffing mean that 
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we cannot satisfy every combination of subjects asked for. In most cases the chosen subjects can be 

confirmed and you will hear nothing further. 

 

If there is a problem with the combination of chosen subjects we will contact you before Easter to 

discuss suitable alternatives. There is an opportunity to amend choices over the summer; by then, 

choice is constrained by numbers, the timetable and the options blocks. If your son or daughter 

wishes to alter his or her choices, please let us know as soon as possible; the earlier we are informed, 

the more likely we can adapt the timetable to make the new combination of subjects work. 

 

Discussion of choices 
Please discuss these choices as widely as possible, especially with Housemistresses and Housemasters, 

subject teachers and Tutors. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of help.  

Good luck in choosing well! 

 

Contact 
Mr T Brewis, Deputy Head (Academic)  

Email: t.brewis@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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English Language and English Literature 
 

Head of Department – Mr A P Straiton 
 

The staff of the English Department thrive upon a collective passion for English, a genuine sense of delight and 

excitement that infuses and energizes lessons and activities. Our key aims are simple: to foster that same 

passion in our pupils; to ensure that they are inspired by their subject, their teaching and, often, by each other; 

to encourage every pupil to aspire to the highest standards; to nurture pupils so that they may fulfil or even 

exceed their potential. 

Throughout the GCSE English Language and English Literature courses, every pupil is given the opportunity to 

learn to appreciate, understand and respond to literature in all its manifestations, to write accurately, to argue 

cogently and to speak confidently. Every pupil will be taught to tackle and enjoy the challenge of independent 

study. 

In short, the English Department is totally committed to shaping each pupil, during the Fourth and Fifth Form at 

College, into a rounded, confident individual, who is expertly prepared to sit and excel in public examinations. 

 

GCSE English Language 
The vast majority of the course will be covered in the Fourth Form and will be assessed wholly by exams at the 

end of Fifth Form. Pupils will develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in both 

speech and writing. They will learn how to employ a wide-ranging vocabulary; use correct grammar, spelling and 

punctuation; develop a personal written style; understand how intended audience influences written texts. 

Teaching will also develop analytical and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order 

facts and present opinions effectively. Throughout the course, pupils will be encouraged to read widely, both for 

their own enjoyment and to develop their understanding of the ways in which English can be used. 

 

Examination specification 
Pupils will study the Eduqas GCSE (9-1) English Language syllabus. Full details are available at: 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/ 

 

GCSE English Literature 
Beginning in the Autumn Term of Fourth Form, pupils will   study a number of set texts, including 

poetry, prose and drama. They will be assessed wholly by exams at the end of Fifth Form. 

The syllabus will enable pupils to read, interpret and evaluate texts; they will develop an understanding 

of literal meaning, relevant contexts and of the deeper themes or attitudes that may be expressed in a 

piece of writing. Through their studies, pupils will learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which 

writers use English to achieve a range of effects, and will be able to present an informed, personal 

response to the material they have explored. 

The syllabus will also encourage the exploration of wider and universal issues, promoting pupils’ 

better understanding of themselves in relation to the world around them. At the end of Fourth Form, 

a small group of pupils may cease studying English Literature in order to concentrate on achieving a 

pass in English Language, which is required for undergraduate study in Britain. 

 

Examination specification 
Pupils will study the Edexcel GCSE English Literature syllabus. Full details are available at:   

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html 

 

Contact 
 a.straiton@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Mathematics 

 
Head of Department – Dr. B E Enright 

 

Aims 
To stimulate and enable pupils to develop their numerical, algebraic and analytical capabilities. 

 

Content 
All pupils are required to study Mathematics throughout Lower College. The content is centred on the 

specifications for Mathematics IGCSE, and Additional Mathematics for Set 1, which are enhanced and 

expanded as ability permits. 

 

Teaching and Assessment/Exams 
Pupils work towards the IGCSE in Mathematics provided by the Edexcel Examination Board. This offers the 

same grades as the conventional GCSE for the same standard of work. 

 

The syllabus content is very similar to GCSE in many respects, but extends the study into important 

advanced ideas as a preparation for A Level – particularly calculus. Assessment is by two 2-hour written 

examinations taken at the end of the course. 

 

The top set will take their examination at the end of the Fourth Form. In the Fifth Form students will 

study for the Additional Mathematics examination. This is an introduction to areas of A Level 

Mathematics and counts as a ‘Free Standing Maths Qualification’ graded from A – E. It earns points in 

the university application process if not superseded by the A Level.  

 

Examination Specification 
IGCSE: Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics, Specification Number 4MA1 

 

Web address:  

 

Here 

 

Additional Maths: OCR FSMQ Additional Mathematics, Specification Number 6993 

 

Web address: 

 

Here 

 

Contact 
b.enright@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Science – Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
 

Head of Department – Dr. J Copeland-Jordan 

 

Science plays a pivotal role in the modern world. From understanding how an F1 car accelerates at 

breakneck speed, to how small molecules can cure and kill, Science provides the answers.  

It is vitally important that every pupil studies as wide a range as possible of Science subjects 

throughout Lower College. At College, students are supported and stretched in their Science education so 

they can leave as highly literate and competent scientists. In the surroundings of our world class teaching 

laboratories it is hard to not be inspired. Biology, Chemistry and Physics are taught by specialist teachers 

who are passionate about their field and draw upon extensive experience to best support our 

students.  

 

In the Fourth Form, pupils choose one of three academic streams. Students either choose all three 

sciences (commonly called Triple Award Science - Chemistry, Biology and Physics), two Sciences 

(commonly called Dual Award Science – two out of Biology, Chemistry and Physics) or Double Award 

Science. Double Award Science is a qualification which entails studying all three Sciences (Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics) but is the equivalent of two GCSEs rather than three. Double Award Science 

allows students to maintain an all-round Science education, covering all disciplines required for 

progression to A-Level. If a student enjoys science, we strongly recommend that the Triple Award 

route is taken.   

 

Looking further ahead, it is important to note that pupils interested in Studying Engineering, 

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science or the Sciences at University are strongly advised to 

opt for the Triple Science stream – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.   

 

Aims 
We aim: 

• To introduce pupils to a scientific perspective of the world and encourage them to be 

enquiring, critical and creative about it. 

• to show the relevance of Science to the world about us, especially on social, economic and 

environmental issues, and outline how major scientific ideas contribute to technological changes that 

have impacted upon industry, business and medicine and have improved quality of life. 

• to develop confidence in using skills especially appropriate to Science which are, in many 

cases, useful in everyday life. These include observation, measurement, deduction, forming 

hypotheses and testing, analysis of data and evaluation of evidence. We also emphasise 

communication skills. Problem-solving is important and is often placed in a practical context by 

designing, carrying out and evaluating experiments to investigate how and why things happen. 

Training in the safe handling of apparatus and materials is also a core objective of the course. 

• to encourage the understanding of the central concepts of Science, rather than the mere 

learning of a body of factual knowledge, and the application of these concepts beyond the Science 

laboratory. 

• to  establish a secure basis of understanding for anyone wishing to study any Science subject 

in the Sixth Form. 

• to challenge the pupils by taking them to Science conferences and inviting speakers in to 

College and to introduce them to Science-based careers. 
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Courses, Assessment and Teaching 
All of our pupils will study the Edexcel IGCSE course for Separate Sciences or Double Award Science. 

Our reasons for adopting this course are: 

• It allows us to offer an academically rigorous course that is stretching for the most able and 

accessible to all. 

• IGCSE is an excellent preparation for Sixth Form sciences and universities welcome the 

retention of a more academically rigorous course. 

• IGCSE is embraced strongly by the independent sector, which values its greater rigour. 

 

The main topics studied by the pupils are shown below. 

 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

The nature and variety 

of living organisms 

Principles of 

Chemistry 

Forces and 

motion 

Structures and 

functions in living 

organisms 

Inorganic 

Chemistry 

Electricity 

Reproduction and 

inheritance 

Organic 

Chemistry 

Waves 

Ecology and the 

environment 

Physical 

Chemistry 

Energy resources 

and energy 

transfer 

Use of biological 

resources 

 Solids, liquids 

and gases 

  Magnetism and 

electromagnetis

m 

  Radioactivity and 

particles 

  Astrophysics 

 

For students taking separate sciences (either Triple or Dual Award), all pupils sit two examinations per 

Science subject, a 2 hour paper and a separate 1 hour 15 minute paper. Paper 1 assesses the core 

content of the subject whereas Paper 1 tests additional content and the scientific skills specific to 

each discipline. 

The grades awarded for each science subject range from 9 (top grade) to 1.  

  

For students taking Double Award Science pupils will sit three 2 hour papers, one 2 hour paper from 

each discipline. Each paper will assess the core content of the subject. The grades for Double Award 

Science range from 9-9 (top grade) to 1-1.  

  

Our teaching methods are varied to suit the needs of each set’s ability range. The most able will be 

challenged beyond the immediate confines of the examination syllabus whilst those of more modest 

ability will be helped to attain a clear grasp of the essential principles, with a strong examination 

focus. 

  

Experimental work forms a very significant part of the courses; it is a means not only for learning 

science skills but also for arriving at a more secure understanding of the concepts. In addition, formal 

teaching, discussion, reading, tackling problems, researching and presenting ideas, learning how to 
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use secondary sources, fieldwork and the use of our newly, upgraded ICT facilities to enrich 

experience all play a part in helping pupils to make good progress.  

  

All pupils in the Fourth and Fifth Form are given the option of entering national competitions such as 

the Olympiad and the Biology Challenge. Opportunities such as these allow pupils to demonstrate 

their wider general knowledge in the sciences. 

 

Examination specifications  
Details of the Edexcel Separate Science specifications, 4BI1, 4CH1 and 4PH1 can be found at:  

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-

certificates.html  

  

Details of the Edexcel Double Award Science Specification, 4SD0 can be found at:  

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Science%20(Double%20

Award)/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/international-gcse-Science-Double-Award-2017-

specification1.pdf  

 

Contact 
j.copeland-jordan@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

French, Spanish, German 
 

Head of Department - Mr K Price 

 

Languages are all around us; at work, on holiday or just casually in day-to-day life – undoubtedly we 

live in a multilingual society. However, only 38% of Britons speak a foreign language, compared to 

56% of Europeans, which suggests that there is a lack of polyglots among us. Modern Languages are 

not only academic subjects, they are also a tool that support just about every other career path, both 

at school and university. Languages can also be combined with a large number of subjects from all 

disciplines. 

Skills in foreign languages are valuable beyond College and studying them will equip students with the 

ability to thrive in the workplace. The set of skills learned whilst studying languages include an ability 

to understand different cultures and demonstrate flexibility, creativity and resilience. 

Employers believe that employees able to communicate in a second tongue can help break the ice, 

deepen cultural understanding and open business access to new markets. 

 

Languages at IGCSE 
The aims of the GCSE courses in Modern Languages are to develop an ability to use the language 

effectively and to offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where the language is 

spoken. In addition, at College we aim to enable pupils to understand foreign language texts and to 

encourage them to read, listen and research for pleasure in a foreign language. Pupils are often exposed 

to imaginative and creative forms of writing and are given a thorough understanding of the 

language’s grammar and syntax. 

Throughout the GCSE Modern Languages courses pupils are provided with techniques which can be 

applied to other areas of learning, such as analysis, inference and memory skills, which help them to 

prepare for advanced study. 

 

Content of the IGCSE course 

The course is based on the linked language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, 

and these are built on as pupils progress through their studies. Pupils are prepared for the 

papers offered by AQA and mainly study material related to the following themes: 

 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free-time activities 

• Customs and festivals in French/German/Spanish-speaking countries/communities 

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

• Social issues 

• Global issues 

• Travel and tourism 

• Current and future study and employment 

 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics: 

• My studies 

• Life at school/college 
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• Education post-16 

• Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 

Teaching and Learning 
The majority of the teaching will be covered in the target language (French, German or 

Spanish), which enables students to constantly develop their own comprehension skills, 

whilst feeling as if they are in a part of that country. We also encourage pupils to speak the 

language as much as  possible; creating role plays, imaginative presentations or discussions 

with the aim of reducing their fear of making mistakes. During the course, students can 

expect a wide range of different tasks, including debating topical issues, presenting their 

views on a range of topics, researching the culture of the country and writing creatively. Pupils 

are also encouraged to use ICT to improve their learning and independence, using sites such as 

Quizlet, WordReference and ActiveLearn. 

 

Each language uses the following textbooks: 

The French Department uses Studio AQA GCSE French. 

The German Department uses Stimmt AQA GCSE German. 

The Spanish Department uses Viva AQA GCSE Spanish. 

 

Assessment 

At the end of the two-year course, pupils take an examination consisting of four  

components: listening, speaking, reading and  writing.  

The listening paper lasts approximately 35 minutes (Foundation Tier) / 45 minutes (Higher 

Tier).  

The speaking test lasts for approximately 7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier) / 10-12 minutes 

(Higher Tier) plus preparation time, and consists of a role-play, a discussion of a photo, and 

general conversation based on two themes. 

The reading paper lasts 45 minutes (Foundation Tier) / 1 hour (Higher Tier).  

The writing paper lasts 1 hour (Foundation Tier) / 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier). 

Candidates complete a structured writing task, an open-ended task, and a translation into 

the French/German/Spanish. 

 

Examination specifications  

The French Department uses Studio AQA GCSE French. 

The German Department uses Stimmt AQA GCSE German. 

The Spanish Department uses Viva AQA GCSE Spanish. 

 

Foreign Visits and Exchanges 
There are well-established visits to Spain and Germany and the opportunity to visit France. Individual 

exchange visits can also be arranged. 

 

Contact 
k.price@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

Head of Department – Miss H C Davies 

 

Pupils for whom English is not their native language are advised to choose EAL as one of their choices 

for GCSE; for some students, it may be deemed necessary and therefore compulsory. Although this 

will result in one fewer GCSE, it is recommended if pupils are to work at their highest capability levels. 

 

The aim of the department is to equip EAL pupils with the necessary skills and confidence in English to 

allow them to integrate successfully and achieve their full potential. 

 

The detail of lessons depends on any group’s particular needs, as identified through diagnostic 

testing. However, the focus of the lessons will be on enhancing all four skills: listening, reading, 

writing and speaking. Vocabulary building and strengthening of grammatical accuracy are key and are 

tackled with a communicative and integrated approach. The department aims to support not only the 

learning of language, but also what the pupils are covering in other subjects. To this end there is a 

strong cross-curricular aspect to lessons and a focus on developing effective study skills. There may 

also be the opportunity for pupils to take an additional English language qualification such as the 

EdExcel or CIE IGCSE English as a Second Language (ESL) or Cambridge First for Schools (level B2 on 

the CEF), if deemed appropriate.  

It is also possible to have individual, shared or small group lessons, for which there is an extra charge. 

Those identified with particular needs are encouraged to take extra lessons and parents will be 

informed. Each pupil is involved in his or her programme along with the Head of EAL or EAL teacher. 

Work is regularly reviewed and suggestions made and targets set, with mainstream teachers involved 

and informed during the process. 

 

The EAL department also has ‘EAL Clinic’ – when EAL pupils can drop into the department for 

supervised study, assistance with prep, help with particular language areas or just for a friendly chat 

(in English of course!). 

We are dedicated to internationalism at College and want to ensure that all pupils achieve their 

potential. 

 

Contact 
hc.davies@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Art 
 

Head of Department – Ms J Millar 

 

Aims 
The GCSE course is an incredibly exciting and developmental experience. Students thoroughly enjoy 

their studies in GCSE Art and they thrive on the personal responsibility they have for their learning. 

Inevitably our Art students harness a deep personal interest in their work and they drive this forward 

under the careful observation and guidance of the specialist staff in the department. Immersing 

themselves in studio practice, students learn a wealth of methods and technical processes to express 

ideas and opinions in a range of materials, processes including clay, printmaking, photography, 

plaster, digital media, acrylic and oil paint, a combination of them all, or specialising in one alone, 

driving an exciting and varied course. There are further opportunities to develop a passion for using 

unconventional methods including spray-painting, resin, glass fusing, and large scale construction. 

 

Art GCSE is suited to free thinkers, to those who are curious and who want to challenge perceptions. 

It suits students who have a need to create and produce work without constraints, and reflects 

modern thinking within the Arts arena. At College, Art GCSE is open to students who can draw or 

those who can sculpt, or those with a talent for photography, and not necessarily all three; the 

subject develops transferrable skills include problem solving, personal research and gathering 

information, independent thought and time management. 

 

I always maintain that if you have an interest in Art you will find means to use Art as an expressive 

tool. It is a pivotal subject which enables our students to intellectually challenge the world they exist 

in. Historical and contextual studies of Art are imbedded throughout the course, and contribute to the 

individuals’ developing opinion and reflection of the world around us today. 

 

Content 
The Coursework portfolio, worth 60%, is carried out in class, through prep tasks and holiday 

assignments over four terms until December in the Fifth Form. Coursework demonstrates the artistic 

and intellectual progression of each individual and will usually cover a range of different materials and 

techniques and reveals the gradual emergence of more confident artistic flair. 

 

Students begin with a response to a departmentally set theme, and investigation of artists’ work 

develops ideas and responses to the theme, enabling students to generate final pieces based on their 

personal work so far. The project develops to broaden their experiences and expertise, with students 

taking ownership of their learning in developing their skills in selected materials, which can include 

clay, plaster, wire or largescale cardboard construction, oil paint, charcoal, printmaking processes etc, 

leading to a multitude of outcomes to inspire others within the school. 

 

Towards the end of the Fourth Form we present an exam-response experience, constituting the 

second part of the student coursework experience. We intentionally require students to develop skills 

following an exam-based question, in order to successfully achieve highly in the assessment criteria 

and to prepare students for the exam project the following year. Students develop a range of drawing 

skills and research opportunities including gallery visits, to gather at first-hand observations and 

information of artists and their work. 

Students by now have personal skills and confidence to select to specialize in 2D or 3D and liaise with 

specialist staff to drive their ideas to fruition. 

 

Throughout the course, students keep sketchbooks in which drawings, analysis of ideas and  artists,  

genres,  and historical context are encouraged and included. Throughout the course students are  
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guided in analysis and different  methods of research and critical thinking. Developmental work is 

often underpinned by digital photography, and for some this might be the main process used 

throughout their work. 

 

The Controlled Test (exam project), worth 40%, takes the form of a project which extends from 

January to May of the Fifth Form. A series of starting points are issued by AQA, from which individuals 

are guided to shortlist three potential projects, ultimately selecting one to pursue. A 10 hour timed 

exam provides students with the opportunity to create a personal realisation piece in the material/s 

and processes of their choice based on the developmental research undertaken since the paper 

release in January. 

 

 Teaching and Assessment 
Work and progress is regularly assessed by subject staff and frequent constructive feedback given. At 

the end of the course, all work is internally assessed and then externally moderated. All work is 

marked to the Assessment Criteria as defined by AQA Art and Design. 

 

Examination Specification 

Up to date information on the specification can be found at: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-

design/gcse/art- and-design-8201-8206 

 

After GCSE 
GCSE Art is a suitable course for those considering Art History, Architecture, Theatre Design, Costume 

Design, Fashion, Photography, Graphics, Interior Design, Engineering, Car Design, Illustration, Media, 

among many others. Do contact me at the email address below should you wish to discuss anything 

to do with the GCSE Art course. 

 

Contact 
j.millar@cheltenhamcollege.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20  

Classical Civilisation 
 

Head of Department – Mr T A Lambert 

 

Classical Civilisation GCSE is an option open to all pupils. The subject is entirely in English. 

The GCSE course is completely self-contained: there is no need for any previous experience in a 

Classical subject. 

 

Aims 
The aims of the GCSE course in Classical Civilisation are: 

• to foster an interest in the history, literature and culture of Greek and Roman societies; 

• to encourage pupils to see links between the past and the present, and to draw useful 

comparisons between the two; 

• to help pupils to view sources from the ancient world in a critical and careful way; 

• to develop the ability to construct considered arguments on Classical topics. 

 

Content 
The course splits into two examined sections. There is no coursework element. 

 

Topics include: 

Greek drama – the study of shocking and disturbing plays such as Oedipus Rex, Antigone and Medea, 

which deal with subjects like hybris (arrogance), patricide (killing your own father), and even 

infanticide. Many of these plays are still rated as some of the greatest ever written. 

Roman entertainment – we look at what Romans did to keep themselves amused: gladiators, 

charioteers, dancing-girls and philosophers rub shoulders with poets, priests and juggling dwarves. 

Epic – from Homer to Ovid, tales of large-scale battles, beautiful maidens, invincible warriors, 

horrifying monsters and vengeful god(desse)s have captivated audiences around the world for 

thousands of years. We read through the texts in English, and learn about the world in which they 

were created. 

 

Word from the Head of Department 
Classical Civilisation is rapidly drawing alongside Latin in popularity, attracting twenty five pupils in 

Fifth Form and forty five in Fourth Form. Our pupils’ breadth of knowledge about the Classical world 

means they regularly impress at the Classics Society, and several have now secured places to read 

Classics at universities such as Durham through the Classical Civilisation route. Pupils enjoy the 

variety, challenge and intrinsic interest of the topics, which teach them the importance of 

approaching different cultures with an awareness of context and an open but analytical mind.  

 

Examination Specification 
OCR Classical Civilisation GCSE – code J199 

 

 https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/315240-specification- accredited- gcse-classical-civilisation-j199.pdf 

 

Contact 
t.lambert@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Classical Greek 
 

Head of Department – Mr T A Lambert 

 

Classical Greek is aimed at pupils who are coping very well with their Latin in Third Form. There is no 

need for any previous experience with Greek – but we would expect pupils to be showing strong 

linguistic ability elsewhere. Greek is best studied alongside Latin. 

 

Aims 
The aims of the GCSE course in Classical Greek are: 

• to help pupils to produce clear and precise translations of the language; 

• to encourage a fascination with the workings of language; 

• to help pupils to access and enjoy ancient works of literature by actual Greek authors. 

 

Content 
Like Latin, the Greek course splits evenly into two sections: Language and Literature. 

 

The Language papers test pupils’ ability to understand the language, through translation and 

comprehension tests. Candidates will be required to learn a Defined Vocabulary List of approximately 

365 words – one for each day of the year – and to recognise and translate the majority of the endings 

and constructions commonly found in Fifth-century Athenian Greek. Prose composition has returned 

– by popular demand – but is an optional component. 

 

The Literature papers require pupils to read 220 lines of Greek by a selection of ancient authors. We 

study 110 lines of historical writing in the Fourth Form, and the remaining 110 lines of poetry in the 

Fifth Form. The texts reflect the Greeks’ interest in cunning, bravery, adventure, and the bizarre, 

and provide pupils with a real insight into the methods of storytelling in the Hellenic world. 

 

Word from the Head of Department 
We have been fortunate to have around seven pupils per Form choose Greek for several years, a 

number of whom have become our best Classicists, continuing with the subject to A2 level and at 

University. Greek is one of the specialist subjects unique to schools like Cheltenham, and we hope 

that this year’s Third Form will keep the College’s strong Classical traditions alive, by opting for Greek 

in healthy numbers.    

 

Examination Specification 
OCR Classical Greek GCSE – J292 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700- specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf 

 

Contact 
t.lambert@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Computer Science 
 

Head of Department - Mr J S Morton 

 

Content 
The course covers the fundamental principles and practices of computation and algorithmic thinking, 

and their application in the design and development of computing systems. Learning computational  

thinking involves learning to program by writing computer code. The practical work enables pupils to 

develop an interest in computing and to gain confidence in computational thinking and programming. 

 

Pupils develop their understanding of the main principles of problem solving using computers, and 

apply their understanding to develop software-based solutions to problems using algorithms and a 

high-level programming language. They also develop a range of technical skills, as well as the ability to 

test effectively and to evaluate computing solutions. 

 

The course is challenging and rewarding, allowing pupils to create their own programs and 

applications, and to solve technical and mathematical problems with code. It is unique in that it allows 

pupils to solve problems from any scientific discipline using the same logic and mathematical 

reasoning. Computer Science students often feature amongst highly sought-after graduates. 

 

Aims 
To develop:  

• computational thinking, that is thinking about what can be computed and how, and includes 

consideration of the data required 

• understanding of the main principles of solving   problems by using computers 

• understanding that every computer system is   made up of sub-systems, which in turn consist 

of further sub-systems  

• understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they interrelate, 

including software, data hardware, communications and people. 

 

Requirements 
The course is suitable for pupils with a fascination for and interest in computing, engineering and the 

sciences, and who really enjoy solving complex problems. Strong competence in Mathematics and 

Science is essential for pursuing Computer Science. 

 

Subjects closely related to Computer Science include Mathematics and the sciences, in particular 

Physics.   

 

Examination Specification 
CIE IGCSE Computer Science (0748) 

 

Web address: 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/ cambridge-igcse-computer-science-0478/ 

 

Contact 

j.morton@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Design and Technology 
 

Head of Department – Resistant Materials - Mr D Lait 

Head of Department – Textiles - Mrs K Naish 

 

The new examination, which was first taught in 2017, aims to build innovative designers who 

understand the demands of a truly modern and evolving society. It is a qualification that enables the 

pupils to apply themselves and develop the knowledge, design and practical skills needed to succeed 

in their chosen pathway. 

 

All pupils who opt for the subject will receive a qualification in Design and Technology from the 

Edexcel exam board and will study the common DT core; however at Cheltenham we will be allowing 

them to specialise in their chosen area of the subject to help them focus their practical work. These 

two areas are Resistant Materials and Textiles. 

 

The course is divided into two elements, the examination and the non-examined assessment, which is 

an A3 portfolio of work, both of which are equally weighted. 

 

Written examination 
The paper consists of two sections. Section A is assessed on the core content and Section B is 

assessed on the material category students have chosen. The Textiles group will opt for the Textiles 

section and Resistant Material group will opt for Timbers. 

 

Length of exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes - 50% of the qualification - 100 marks. 

 

Section A: Core 

This section is 40 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including open-response, 

graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions. There will be 10 marks of calculation 

questions in Section A. 

 

Section B: Material categories 

This section is 60 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including open-response, 

graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions based on either textiles or resistant 

materials. There will be 5 marks of calculation questions in Section B. 

 

Non-examined assessment (NEA) 
50% of the qualification - 100 marks. 

 

Content overview 

There are four parts to the assessment: 

1. Investigate - the investigation of needs and research and a production of a specification. 

 

2. Design - this includes producing different design ideas, review of initial ideas, development of 

design ideas into a chosen design, communication of design ideas and review of the chosen design. 

 

3. Make - this includes the manufacture of a product within the chosen pathway (Resistant Materials 

or Textiles), assessing quality and accuracy. 

 

4. Evaluate - this includes testing and evaluation. 
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Assessment overview 
Students will undertake a project based on a contextual challenge released by the exam board. The 

project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a prototype of a 

product. The prototype they develop and supporting folder work is internally assessed, with a sample 

being sent for external moderation. 

 

The idea is that the product is manufactured using materials and processes appropriate to its needs. 

At Cheltenham we will encourage pupils to work with a wide variety of materials that suit their 

product’s needs. Textiles students could, for example, make a deckchair with a wooden frame that is 

covered in hand made fabrics using a wide variety of dyeing/embellishing and finishing techniques. 

Likewise, the resistant materials students could create a tent from nylon that includes metal poles and 

waterproof zips and seals. This diversity will allow students to design products that are highly 

innovative and exciting, encompassing a wide variety of materials that many products include today. 

 

The Fourth form course will see pupils completing theory work based around the core and the chosen 

theory option. Practical projects will be completed to help develop the skills required to develop the 

NEA project. 

 

These courses are appropriate for anyone who has an interest in design. They are a compliment to 

almost any GCSE subject, particularly as they now have a focus on science and mathematics, and will 

be excellent preparation for anyone looking to study Design at a higher level. 

 

Contact 
d.lait@cheltenhamcollege.org 

k.naish@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Drama 
 

Head of Department – Mrs S M McBride 
 

Aims 
To develop a wide range of creative and performance skills, alongside an ability to analyse text both 

as a performer and an audience member. As part of the course pupils will gain an awareness of a 

variety of dramatic styles, genres and conventions and develop an appreciation of live theatre from a 

critical standpoint. 
 

Content 
The course is highly practical and suits people who really enjoy performing. It is also a course that 

requires pupils to work productively within a group, as candidates are always ultimately assessed as 

part of a performance group. To excel on this course pupils need a passion for all things dramatic, a 

willingness to take risks and an ability to use their imagination. The emphasis throughout the course 

will be the creation of outstanding performance; theoretical knowledge and understanding will in part 

be gained through practical exploration and performance. However to prepare effectively for the 

written exam there will also be regular classroom based theory lessons. 
 

Assessment and Teaching 
60% of the assessment is of practical / performance skills and 40% is assessed by written exam. 

The subject content for GCSE Drama is divided into three components: 

1. Understanding drama - Written exam lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes [40% of GCSE] 

What’s assessed? 

• Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 

• Study of one set play from a choice of six 

• Analysis and evaluation of one live performance 

2. Devising drama – Written log and devised performance assessed internally [40% of GCSE] 

What’s assessed? 

• Process of creating devised drama 

• Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer or designer) 

• Analysis and evaluation of own work 

3. Texts in practice – Performance externally assessed [20% of GCSE] 

What’s assessed? 

• Performance of two extracts from one play. 

 

Word from the Head of Department 
The subject develops vital transferable communication and interpersonal skills. Furthermore, the 

activities undertaken in lessons allow pupils to develop as effective and independent learners with 

enquiring minds. It is also often lots of fun. The most important thing is that if pupils choose Drama 

they understand that they are making a commitment to contribute actively in every lesson. 

Performance is an important component of the GCSE Drama course. Candidates perform English 

language pieces and are assessed on vocal clarity and pronunciation. Owing to this, Drama may not be 

an appropriate choice for pupils for whom English is not their native language. 

 

Examination Specification 
AQA GCSE Drama 8216 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/drama/specifications/ AQA-8261-SP-2016-DRAFT.PDF 

 

Contact 
s.mcbride@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Geography 
 

Head of Department – Mr F A Dobney 

 

Aims 
We live at a time when, as never before, the environments, economies and cultures of places across 

the world are linked. Only Geography can provide full knowledge of the physical and human 

environments in which we all live, and an understanding of the connections between them. 
 

Content 
Geography continues to be one of the most popular options at IGCSE and results  are  excellent  with 

over  89% of pupils securing G9-G7 (A* - A) over the last three years. The course offers 

contemporary issues whilst maintaining the traditional core of the subject. The following themes are 

studied during the two-year course: 

Physical Environments: The IGCSE introduces important interactions between complex natural 

systems and human activities. How humans exploit and manage the natural environment (River 

Environments), and how we are affected by the forces of nature (Natural Hazards). 

Human Environments: The evolution of human society at a range of scales, and how it may continue 

to develop sustainably are examined through Economic Activity and Energy, and Urban Environments. 

Discussions in class relate closely to those being held by world leaders about issues of immediate 

concern. 

Global issues: The topic of Development and Human Welfare is explored looking at poverty and 

under-development – how is it propagated by our globalised systems and how can the international 

community address the problems using trade and aid? 

Geographical Skills: Although there is no coursework in the IGCSE, fieldwork skills are still examined. 

We undertake two separate full-day field trips in the Fourth Form to study River Environments in the 

Forest of Dean and urban land use, environmental quality and regeneration in Cheltenham. 

 

Assessment and Teaching 
We encourage an enquiry-led approach to learning, and our emphasis is on pupils’ analysis and 

understanding. To support and extend our pupils there is an active Geography Society, a 

contemporary Geography Library, regular entries to national essay competitions (RGS and Cambridge 

Land Economy) and weekly clinics for consolidation of learning. 

The IGCSE is assessed through two examination papers: Paper 1 (1hr10) on Physical Environments. 

Paper 2 (1hr45) on Human Environments. Both papers include a fieldwork section.   

 

A Word from the Head of Department 
In addition to its own unique content and skills base, Geography possesses both scientific and literary 

elements, which are prized by admissions tutors and employers alike. Geographers are literate, 

numerate, independent thinkers who are able to apply theories and models to real world places, 

people and environments. 

 

Examination Specification 
Edexcel IGCSE in Geography (4GE1). Paper Code 4GE1/01 & 4GE1/02 

 

Web address: http://www.edexcel.com/quals/igcse/edexcel- 

certificate/geography/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Contact 
f.dobney@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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History 
 

Head of Department – Miss J E Doidge-Harrison 
 

Aims 
The IGCSE History course is designed to further historical understanding and political awareness, and 

to develop the skills that professional historians use as part of their regular working practice. These 

skills of source comprehension, inference, cross-referencing, and the use of sources within a balanced 

argument related to an interpretation, all add benefit to other humanities subjects and in addition 

build a general awareness of how to write, and how to sustain a convincing judgment. 

Extended essays analysing interpretations of cause, consequence and relative historical significance, 

plus assessing change over time, complement the source work and stand pupils in good stead for 

History at A Level. Judging significance, and considering why history might really matter, builds on 

conceptual thinking begun in the new Third Form scheme of work. Beyond this, we aim to enjoy and 

relish the difference of the past, knitting together the jigsaw of its many stories, and to appreciate its 

resonance with events in the world today. 
 

Content 
The course follows international affairs in the Modern World. The Fourth Form opens with a ‘roar’ as 

we track America’s heady experience of boom and bust between the wars. This understanding is then 

developed further through a contrast with Germany’s parallel experience between 1918 and 1945. 

Heading into the Fifth Form we examine change in the Middle East, 1919-2012. Britain’s evolving 

position is stressed, and the course expands further still as we finally investigate the geo-strategic 

significance of events in the Middle East within a global context, tracing the shifting periods of freeze 

and thaw between Great Britain and the USA, versus the rise of the USSR, through the early years of 

the Cold War 1945-72. The bold personalities and actions of Hitler, Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill, 

Khrushchev, Kennedy, Dayan, Nasser and Arafat, amongst many others, beg many questions in class 

discussion. The pupils enjoy expanding their studies from a European to a more global perspective, 

again mirroring the ‘journey’ of the new Third Form course, and the relevance of these topics in 

comprehending and interpreting events in the present is easily established.  
 

Assessment and Teaching 
The method of study and assessment is varied: short answers help pupils to limber up for the longer 

ones. In all components of the course the ability to understand and interpret a variety of source 

material is assessed. 

Structured essay questions are designed to test the pupils’ ability to recall and use evidence and to 

write with relevance. Together these teach skills of analysis and argument, and enhance literacy. The 

IGCSE examination aims to differentiate between candidates of very different abilities through 

assessment of the depth and fluency of response to a common task. There is no coursework or 

controlled assessment. 

All internal exams set (and indeed a majority of preps) are based on IGCSE question types, allowing 

pupils to practise exam technique throughout the two years. This is crucial to pupils’ potential to 

achieve their best in the final two exams, of one and a half hours each. 
 

Examination Specification 
 Edexcel International GCSE in History (4HI1) 
Web address: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel- international-gcses-and-edexcel-

certificates/international- gcse-history-2017.html 
 

Contact 
j.doidge-harrison@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Latin 
 

Head of Department – Mr T Lambert 

 

Historically the most popular of our GCSE options, Latin is available to pupils who are coping well with 

the subject in Third Form. 

 

Aims 
The aims of the GCSE course in Latin are: 

• to help pupils to produce clear and precise translations of the language; 

• to provide pupils with a clear framework for appreciating other European languages; 

• to help pupils to access and enjoy ancient works of literature by actual Roman authors. 

 

Content 
The course splits evenly into two sections: Language and Literature. 

 

The Language papers test pupils’ ability to understand the language, through translation and 

comprehension tests. Pupils will be required to learn a Defined Vocabulary List of approximately 420 

words, and to recognise and translate the majority of the endings and constructions commonly found 

in Classical Latin. 

 

There is no requirement to translate from English into Latin, though the exam provides an optional 

section for those who wish to develop this skill. 

 

The Literature papers require pupils to read 220 lines of Latin by a selection of Roman authors. We 

study 110 lines of ‘prose’ (non-poetic) writing in the Fourth Form, and the remaining 110 lines of 

poetry in the Fifth Form. The texts cover a wide variety of topics such as war, love, entertainment and 

happiness. 

 

As well as being an interesting read in their own right, they are also of particular interest to those 

planning to study English, History or Modern Languages, as well as to Classical specialists. 

 

Word from the Head of Department 
Latin remains a popular GCSE subject at the school, generally chosen by around thirty pupils per year. 

Pupils enjoy the challenge and academic rigour of the subject, the analytical skills it helps to develop, 

and the gateway it opens to a different world. In recent years, large numbers of pupils have continued 

with the subject to A Level and beyond. 

 

Examination Specification 
OCR Latin GCSE – code J281 

 

Web address: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702- specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf 

 

Contact 
t.lambert@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Music 
 

Head of Academic Music – Mr S J Pirttijarvi 
 

Aims 
Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. 

The GCSE is a relevant and contemporary qualification that offers candidates the chance to study a 

wide range of musical genres, with opportunities to develop performance, composition, and listening 

skills. The course values all musical styles, skills, and instruments; it is ideal for candidates who have 

made a promising start in instrumental playing or singing. Music technology is integrated into the 

course through the use of Logic Pro, Sibelius, and MuseScore; candidates can submit a sequenced 

performance for the ‘Performing music’ component if they prefer this method of working. It is highly 

recommended that GCSE Music candidates involve themselves in a co-curricular ensemble as this 

immersion in practical music making has been shown to support understanding and attainment. 
 

Subject Content 
The course is divided into three components, which cover aural perception, appraising, performance, 

and composition. The three components allow for an integrated approach, where the study of music 

for the exam can also feed into candidates’ performing and composing work. The ability/willingness to 

learn to read/write some basic pitch/rhythm notation is a necessity, both for the exam as well as for 

the composition work.  There is no prior performance exam grade requirement, but candidates must 

submit work at Grade 5 standard to access the highest marks.  
 

Assessment and Teaching 
 

Component 1: Understanding Music 

This exam component is worth 40% of the GCSE, and there are 96 marks available. There are four 

areas of study, all of which are examined in Section A through aural perception questions. Set works 

are studied from the starred areas of study (below) and these are examined in Section B. 

 

The four areas of study are: 

 

• Western Classical Tradition (1650-1910)* (compulsory) 

• Popular Music 

• Traditional Music* 

• Western Classical Tradition since 1910 

 

Component 2: Performing music 

Candidates must capture two performances in the second year of the course: one as a soloist, and 

one as part of an ensemble (which must be at least one minute long). The combined performances 

must last a minimum of four minutes. To achieve the highest marks, performances must be at Grade 

5 (or above) standard, with a sliding scale of mark deductions for Grade 4, Grade 3 and so on. Less-

confident performers can complete a music technology sequenced performance for both the solo and 

ensemble. Candidates should be signed up for individual instrumental/vocal/music technology lessons 

to support their learning and progress in this component. 

 

Component 3: Composing music 

Candidates must submit two compositions which demonstrate their ability to create and develop 

musical ideas appropriate to their compositional intentions. The first year of the course is dedicated 

to exploring/practising compositional techniques, and the second year is dedicated to the final 

submissions. One composition is written in response to an externally-set brief, and the other is a free 

composition. The combined duration of the compositions must be a minimum of three minutes. Both 
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compositions can be written in any style or genre to best reflect the skills, strengths, and interests of 

individual candidates. 

 

Examination Specification 
AQA Music 8271 

Web address: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271  

 

Contact 
s.pirttijarvi@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Sports Science 
 

Head of Department – Mrs R K Faulkner. 
 

This year we are studying the IGCSE Physical Education (0443) course with the Cambridge board. 
 

Aims 
This syllabus provides an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects of physical 

education. PE gives the opportunity to develop skills in a range of sports and activities and to improve 

performance. 

Students gain lifelong skills, including: 

• an ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve, and evaluate physical activities 

• knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities 

• an understanding of effective and safe performance 

• an understanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world 

• an excellent foundation for advanced study 

• an enjoyment of physical activity. 
 

 Content 
There are two aspects to the PE IGCSE course: Theory and Practical. The course involves candidates 

participating in a range of practical activities as well as developing knowledge to improve ability. 

Analysis, evaluation and performance within a team environment are key skills within the course. 

Candidates MUST have a strong level of all-round practical ability and a keen interest in Human 

Biology. It is expected that pupils will have played at B team standard or above in the main games in 

which they will be assessed. Sports played to a high level outside College may also be considered. 
 

Assessment and Teaching 
Theory section: candidates study three key areas:  

Unit 1: Factors affecting performance 

Unit 2: Health, Safety and training 

Unit 3: Reasons and opportunities for participation in physical activity.   

Pupils sit one exam paper of 1hr 45 minutes. The paper consists of short answer questions and three 

extended questions (one from each section). 

The grades available are A*-E. 
 

Non Examination Assessment 
Candidates are assessed in terms of their performance in FOUR chosen activities from a large 

selection of possible choices. Candidates are also assessed on their ability to analyse performance in 

ONE chosen activity. 
 

A Word from the Head of Department 
PE is designed to inspire, motivate and focus pupils. The course will also give the opportunity to find 

out about possible careers available in the sports science industry.  
 

Exam Specification 
IGCSE Physical Education Cambridge Board Web address: www.cie.org.uk/igcse 
 

Contact 
r.faulkner@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Theology, Philosophy and Ethics (TPE) 
 

Head of Department: Dr. M Harris 
 

Aims 
The aim of IGCSE in the Theology, Philosophy and Ethics Department is to provide a rigorous 

introduction to philosophical, ethical and theological argument whilst exploring the questions that 

have preoccupied some of history’s most famous thinkers. 

Pupils who opt for GCSE in the TPE department take the Pearson Edexcel IGCSE Religious Studies 

course. 

 

There are two components of study:- 

Beliefs and Values (60%) 

Section 1: The Universe, Creation and the Place of Human  Beings. 

• The universe and the place of human beings 

• Human nature and the human condition 

• Selfishness, greed, ignorance and sin 

• Free will, determinism and predestination 

• Ultimate reality 

• Belief, uncertainty and unbelief 

• The problem of evil and suffering  

 

Section 2: Life and Death 

• Death and life after death 

• The meaning and purpose of life 

• Sanctity of life, abortion and euthanasia 

• Human relationships 

• Marriage and partnership 

• Divorce and remarriage 

• Family structures and responsibilities 

• Childlessness and celibacy  

 

Section 3: Peace and Conflict 

• Conflict and war 

• Peace, reconciliation and forgiveness 

• Bullying 

• Sin and crime 

• Punishment 

• Capital punishment 

 

Section 4: Rights, Equality and Social Justice 

• Human rights 

• Equal rights and equal opportunities 

• The multi-ethnic society and racial harmony 

• The multi-faith society and inter-faith relationships 

• Relationships between rich and poor 
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The Religious Community (40%) 

Section 1: Origins and their Impact on the Community 

• Religious texts and sources of authority 

• Founders and leaders 

 

Section 2: Celebration and Pilgrimage 

• Festivals and celebrations 

• Places of Pilgrimage 

 

Section 3: Worship and Practice 

• Places of worship 

• Forms of worship 

 

Assessment 
Assessment of the ‘Beliefs and Values’ paper is through a 1-hour 45-minute examination paper set 

and marked by Pearson. 

 

Assessment of the ‘Religious Community’ paper is through a 1-hour 30-minute examination paper set 

and marked by Pearson. 

 

Teaching and Assessment 
Pupils are taught this course from a Christian perspective but discussion involves comparing and 

contrasting different Christian beliefs with those from other religions and also with secular beliefs. It is 

important to emphasise that pupils do not need to be religious to take the TPE IGCSE in Religious 

Studies and the goal of the IGCSE is not religious instruction. 

Particular emphasis is placed on the development of core philosophical skills, including analysis, 

evaluation of evidence and objective presentation of different viewpoints. Pupils are encouraged to 

participate in debate to facilitate the development of coherent and informed views about issues in 

modern society. 

Pupils are encouraged to bring their own questions and experiences into the classroom. As pupils 

choose the second religion that they study there is also extensive opportunity for personal research 

and study. Pupils will be encouraged to develop self-motivation, enthusiasm and curiosity. 

 

A Word from the Head of Department 
In the TPE department at Cheltenham College we aim to stimulate critical engagement with all 

aspects of human life. This new, exciting IGCSE course enables students to look at issues that really 

matter in today’s society – the relationship between faith and politics has never been more prevalent 

most especially in the face of radicalisation. The IGCSE in Religious Studies is good preparation not 

only for A Level Religious Studies, but also for other A Levels such as Psychology, History, English, and 

Politics. Pupils who are interested in careers in law, academia, politics, economics, charities and non-

governmental organisations, teaching, journalism, publishing, or the church should strongly consider 

the IGCSE in Religious Studies. 

 

Contact 
m.harris@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Support for Learning 
 

Head of Department: Miss S Marquis 

 

The College aims to support all pupils in their learning and actively seeks to identify and to provide for 

a pupil’s individual learning requirements. 

 

If specific learning requirements have been identified at a previous school, it is essential that parents 

or guardians inform the Head of Department and provide copies of any relevant assessment reports 

from other professionals, such as educational psychologists or doctors. This ensures the continuity of 

appropriate provision. 

 

All pupils take a series of standardised tests of literacy skills when they join College. Test results 

identify pupils’ strengths and indicate any areas of difficulty. Where difficulties are noted, the Head of 

Department discusses options and strategies for support with College staff, parents and pupils. Pupils 

may also be referred to the Learning Support Department for monitoring, further assessment or for 

individual support by teachers. Pupils are welcome to seek advice or support of their own accord, on a 

drop-in basis. 

Regular extra lessons may be arranged for an extended duration or for a shorter period of time. 

Lessons take place at times that do not result in pupils missing their subject classes and are given by 

experienced, specialist teachers. There is usually a charge for regular extra lessons. Parents are 

contacted before such extra lessons are arranged. 

 

Teachers, Tutors, Housemasters and Housemistresses are provided with information regarding a 

pupil’s support needs and individual learning preferences through the Individual Learning Needs list 

and College database. Information for teachers is reviewed and updated each term. Teachers receive 

training in order to ensure that they are aware of current developments in supporting pupils’ learning 

needs. 

Parents who believe their daughter or son should be considered for any special examination 

arrangements are invited to contact the Head of Department. Eligibility accords with requirements of 

the regulatory body for public examinations, which updates the regulations annually. 

 

Contact 
s.marquis@cheltenhamcollege.org 
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Floreat 
 

Overseen by Dr M Plint, (Deputy Head, Learning and Wellbeing) 

Co-ordinated by Sarah Orwin-Henderson (Lower College Floreat Co-ordinator) 

 

Floreat, College’s wellbeing programme, aims to support flourishing in all aspects of life, to build 

resilience and to prepare pupils for life in multi-cultural Britain. It incorporates wellbeing, PHSE 

(physical, social, health and economic education), citizenship, moral and cultural development and 

relationships and sex education. The Floreat programme is delivered primarily by tutors, augmented 

by visiting specialist speakers. Its principles of respect, wellbeing, integrity and growth mindset are 

promoted in and out of the classroom.  

 

The tutor group provides a supportive environment in which to explore themes that are relevant to 

young people. Use of resources such as video clips activities and worksheets, allow for discussion and 

engagement so that pupils’ interests and queries can be addressed. 

 

There is a different focus each term - ‘Myself’, ‘Myself and others’ and ‘Myself against the world’. 

Within ‘Myself’, topics include flourishing personally and physically, growing in understanding of 

individuals’ own values, and respecting and being kind to themselves. Topics within ‘Myself and 

others’ aim to foster understanding about the teenage brain, responding to peer group pressure and 

risk-taking, social media, developing positive relationships, being tolerant and compassionate towards 

others and acting responsibly, including in relation to relationships and online safety. The ‘Myself and 

the world’ focus includes matters such as human rights, discrimination, global issues and national 

institutions. Through exploration of such topics, pupils develop a personal response to issues that 

affect their lives. 

 

Contact 
m.plint@cheltenhamcollege.org 

 

 

, 
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Higher Education and Careers 
 

Head of Upper College – Mr J Bass 

  

The Careers and Higher Education department is located in the Symondson HE/Careers library. This   

impressive resource centre consists of purpose-built offices, a meeting room and a specialist library. It 

has been developed as part of the major refurbishment to the 1865 building incorporating the main 

College library and theatre. 

 In today’s workplace, success often starts with achieving a good degree/degree apprenticeship or 

apprenticeship. Well-designed mentoring programmes are available for each of these routes. Some 

students will choose a degree subject because of the career they wish to pursue, whilst others will know 

the discipline that they wish to study but be a little unsure as to where it may lead.  Work experience 

can prove to be vital when securing a place at university, as well as providing inspiration regarding the 

choice of future career and the degree. The department offers support and guidance irrespective of 

the route a student wishes to embark on after the completion of their A Levels, BTechs or CTechs.   

  

Subject choices  
  

The usual minimum entry requirement for a UK university is three passes at A Level, sometimes 

supported by an EPQ grade. GCSEs in Mathematics and English (or the IELTs qualification) are 

required and sometimes a foreign language is as well. A GCSE in a science subject is necessary 

for certain careers, such as teaching.  

At more competitive universities the minimum offer is likely to be ABB (and may of course be 

higher). Medical, Veterinary Science, English, History and Law courses usually require AAA. 

Offers from Cambridge and Oxford are unlikely to be lower than A*AA or A*A*A in any discipline.  

Care needs to be taken over A Level subjects for certain degree courses. 

Below are some guidelines, but students (and parents) are strongly encouraged to use the 

UCAS website (www.ucas.com) and Unifrog which has the latest information about specific degree 

requirements.  

Chemistry and Biology are both required for Agriculture, Biochemistry, Biology, Dentistry, Food 

Sciences, Medicine, Oceanography, Pharmacy, Physiology and Veterinary Science / Medicine. 

For Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Dentistry the third subject can be flexible. However, for an 

application to Oxford and Cambridge, Mathematics is highly desirable. Most other scientific. 

Most other scientific subjects at the top universities prefer two science A Levels plus Mathematics. 

Engineering requires Mathematics and, in most cases, Physics too. An application to Oxford and 

Cambridge for Engineering must also be supported by Further Mathematics. On the Arts side, the 

main theme of the degree course is usually required at A Level with, in some cases, a foreign 

language. 

Grouping Arts and Social Science disciplines together, such as English and History, or Geography and 

Economics with Government and Politics, can often be both beneficial and interesting. Arts subjects 

with a modern or an ancient language are always a potent combination. Pure Economics 

degree courses often require Mathematics A Level.  

  

The following areas do not usually require any specific subjects: Archaeology, Art and Design, 

Business Studies, non-European Languages, Law, History of Art, Drama, Philosophy, Politics / 

International Relations, Psychology, Sociology, Theology, but benefit from a range of disciplines, 

e.g. for Archaeology: Fine Art, History and Mathematics. It is worth noting that Art and Design courses 

will require both a portfolio of work and in many cases a Foundation Course to be taken in a gap year.  

  

Cheltenham College has an excellent record in placing candidates at the major universities with 

Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Edinburgh, Exeter, Leeds, London, Manchester, 



38  

Newcastle, Nottingham, Sheffield and Oxford being some of the most popular destinations over the 

last five years GCSE performance is an important selection factor with grades of 6 or higher often 

being required in Mathematics or English for many degrees. GSCE grades can be used by universities 

as an indicator of suitability – e.g. a good grade in Latin or Modern Languages for English or History or 

a good Mathematics standard for Business Studies, Estate Management and Economics.  

  

Higher Education  

  

Students are introduced to degrees at university, degree apprenticeships and apprenticeships in Lower 

Sixth (Year 12). College handles a large and diverse range of university applications. These are made, via 

UCAS to British universities as well as to foreign institutions principally in the North America, Australia & 

New Zealand, Europe and the Far East. In the Fourth and Fifth Form (Years 10 and 11), further education 

possibilities and options are addressed as part of the Lower College Tutorial Programme. During Upper 

College (Sixth Form) there is a series of termly meetings with the Upper College Management Team 

(UCMT)  to cover possible avenues and opportunities. A comprehensive booklet is produced annually 

ensuring the most up to date information is available to parents, staff and students.  

In the Lower Sixth year all students see the Head of Higher Education and Careers to discuss their 

ambitions and seek advice over personal statements and choices about degrees/degree  

apprenticeships / apprenticeships and institutions. A comprehensive mock interview programme is 

in place to cover those students and students likely to be called; Oxbridge, medical, dental, 

veterinary science and law applicants particularly. The UCMT coordinates College’s internal preparations 

for the increasing number of university tests such as those for Medicine (BMAT and UCAT) and Law 

(LNAT) and any individual ones for particular institution such as Oxford and Cambridge. At the end of the 

Summer Term in Lower Sixth all students attend the department’s Futures’ Week. 

The UCMT also invites university representatives from across a range of disciplines and backgrounds to 

speak to students and parents about the UCAS process and personal statements. Members of the 

department regularly attend online training conferences as well as other events in London, Oxford and 

Cambridge. The Team also invites university representatives from across a range of disciplines and 

backgrounds to speak to students and parents about the UCAS process and personal statements.   

  

Careers  
  

Careers guidance and personal skills development are central aspects of a pupil’s education at 

College. In the Fourth Form pupils are able to sit the COA psychometric profiling test, which is 

extremely useful for narrowing down the multitude of career paths. In the fifth Form all students who 

undertake the COA assessments will meet one to one with the Head of Higher Education and careers 

for feedback, advice and guidance session. There is continued support, encouragement and help with 

CV writing, interview skills and work experience placements.  

 

The UCMT works closely with tutors, teachers and Heads of Department. A number of our students 

regularly attend events at universitie and engage with other options, such as the excellent Year in 

industry gap year placement scheme, Higher Apprenticeships and professionally sponsored Degree 

Apprenticeship Programmes. These opportunities are promoted at all times throughout the academic  

year.  

 

The department fosters a range of contacts with local and national businesses, professional bodies 

(such as RIBA, the Royal College of Surgeons and the Law Society), hospitals and Charities. We 

continue to work with the Cheltonian Association to offer diverse and exciting opportunities for our 

students to learn more about a chosen profession.  
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Contacts  

 j.bass3@cheltenhamcollege.org   

Mr J Bass - Head of Upper College  

 

a.hollingbury@cheltenhamcollege.org  

Mr A Hollingbury - Deputy Head of Upper College  

 

r.evans@cheltenhamcollege.org  

Mrs R Evans – Head of Higher Education & Careers  

 

j.wintle@cheltenhamcollege.org  

Mrs J Wintle - Oxbridge Coordinator  

 

n.nelson@cheltenhamcollege.org  

Mr N Nelson - International University Advisor  

 

 j.jones@cheltenhamcollege.org  

Mr J Jones - MDV Coordinator 
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GCSE Exam Results 2021 
 

 

Subject Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U % 9 % 9-8 % 9-7 

Fine Art 42 6 13 4 10 7 2 0 0 0 0 14% 45% 55% 

Biology 98 35 21 22 9 9 2 0 0 0 0 36% 57% 80% 

Chemistry 115 44 18 22 9 11 10 0 1 0 0 38% 54% 73% 

Classical Civilisation 35 9 23 8 3 5 6 1 0 0 0 26% 34% 57% 

Classical Greek 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33% 100% 100% 

Computing 24 0 10 5 6 1 1 1 0 0 0 0% 42% 63% 

DT: Textiles 14 8 2 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 57% 71% 79% 

DT: Materials 26 11 5 5 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 42% 62% 81% 

Drama 25 8 7 6 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 32% 60% 84% 

English Language 140 29 28 28 26 25 4 0 0 0 0 21% 41% 61% 

English Literature 140 60 22 14 19 17 7 1 0 0 0 43% 59% 69% 

French 70 19 17 9 8 10 4 3 0 0 0 27% 51% 64% 

Geography 86 36 25 16 4 1 3 1 0 0 0 42% 71% 90% 

German 20 5 3 4 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 25% 40% 60% 

History 77 30 21 7 8 7 4 0 0 0 0 39% 66% 75% 

Latin 27 17 4 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 63% 78% 85% 

Mathematics 140 48 25 29 19 16 3 0 0 0 0 34% 52% 73% 

Music 14 6 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43% 71% 100% 

Physical Education 38 0 20 8 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0% 53% 74% 

Physics 101 36 22 23 14 3 2 1 0 0 0 36% 57% 80% 

Religious Studies 45 13 10 6 7 3 5 1 0 0 0 29% 51% 64% 

Spanish 61 13 10 13 17 6 1 1 0 0 0 21% 38% 59% 

Total 1341 434 292 236 176 133 58 11 1 0 0    

 

 

 

 

Year A* Grades A* - A Grades 

2017 31% 59% 

2018 41% 72% 

 Grade 9-8 Grade 9-7 

2019 42.2% 66.1% 

2020 44% 66.4% 

2021 54% 71% 
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Upper Sixth A Level Results 2021 

 
 

Subject Entries A* A B C D E U % A* - B 

2021 

% A* - B 

2020 

% A* - B 

2019 

% A* - B 

2018 

% A* - B 

2017 

Fine Art 13 8 2 3 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Art (3D) 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% N/A N/A 

Biology 29 13 6 6 3 1 0 0 86% 77% 68% 76% 80% 

Business Studies 34 6 17 8 3 0 0 0 91% 48% 26% 45% 39% 

Chemistry 35 13 14 4 1 2 1 0 89% 90% 62% 94% 100% 

Chinese 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 100% 89% 70% 100% 100% 

Classical Civilisation 5 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 80% 100% 80% 75% 83% 

Computing 7 2 1 2 2 0 0 0 71% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

D&T: RMT 6 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 100% 75% 50% 38% 70% 

D&T: Textiles 5 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 100% 75% 75% 75% 50% 

Economics 33 8 15 7 3 0 0 0 91% 78% 71% 69% 81% 

English Literature 33 17 5 9 2 0 0 0 43% 93% 88% 80% 91% 

French 20 8 5 4 3 0 0 0 85% 88% 54% 88% 83% 

Further Mathematics 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Geography 31 13 9 6 3 0 0 0 90% 89% 76% 84% 97% 

German 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 100% 75% 100% 100% 100% 

History 20 13 4 2 1 0 0 0 95% 84% 68% 79% 91% 

History of Art 7 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 100% 77% 75% 67% 80% 

Italian 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 100% N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latin 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% 90% 100% 

Mathematics 43 23 12 5 3 0 0 0 93% 79% 63% 88% 90% 

Music 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% N/A 100% 

Physics 22 10 4 2 6 0 0 0 73% 79% 39% 76% 77% 

Physical Education 11 4 6 1 0 0 0 0 100% 80% 60% 75% 33% 

Politics 10 6 2 2 0 0 0 0 100% 84% 56% 63% 40% 

Psychology 18 8 7 1 1 0 0 0 89% 83% 55% 79% 74% 

Religious Studies 5 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 100% 83% 67% 65% 95% 

Russian 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Spanish 8 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 88% 100% 80% 50% 71% 

Theatre Studies 8 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 85% 100% 100% 

Turkish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 100% 100% N/A N/A 

Total 420 187 126 69 32 4 2 0      

 

 

Year A* Grades A*-A Grades A*-B Grades A*-E Grades 

2017 19% 57% 82% 100% 

2018 15% 49% 77% 99.6% 

2019 7% 36% 66% 100% 

2020 23% 59% 83% 100% 

2021 45% 75% 91% 100% 
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