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Welcome to Cade House
Welcome! Situated at the heart of the main school building, Cade House is our 
co‑educational Boarding House here at The Prep! We run the House as one huge family, 
with my wife, Mrs Avery, and our three girls, Olive, Fleur and Gigi. In House, we focus upon 
creating a culture where each child feels safe, happy and valued; it is a friendly home 
from home for the children. 

Having both boys and girls from Years 3 to 8 under one roof helps create the sense of an 
extended family. Under our guidance as Houseparents, and with the support of Assistant 
Houseparents, Boarding Graduates, House Tutors, Matrons and Parents, we believe the 
children are well supported to thrive within Cade House and The Prep as a whole, having 
fond memories to look back on from their boarding experience. 

Your child will have so many exciting opportunities and stories to tell each time they call 
you or come home. The friendships formed through boarding really do last a lifetime, and 
through the support given to each other, and jointly lived experiences, our boarders develop 
a truly magical bond. 

We can’t wait to welcome you to our Cade House family! If you have any questions, our 
door is always open, and we would love to speak to you about how your child will love the 
Cade House experience. 

Mr Jack Avery, Head of Boarding

Winner of Independent Boarding 
School of the Year 2022-23

“Excellent in all areas” 2023



Life in Cade House 
Cade House is located at the heart of the school, contributing greatly to the sense of belonging and 
homeliness which runs all the way through The Prep community. 

At The Prep, children can stay with us on an Occasional, Flexi or 

Full Boarding basis from Year 3 to Year 8. There is a boys’ floor 

and a girls’ floor within Cade House; whilst the communal areas 

are shared by all the children. With boys and girls together, the 

Boarding House is very much a home from home with a friendly 

and safe atmosphere. 

We have around 50 Full Boarders who are with us at weekends, 

and, during the week there are many more pupils who come 

and and stay on a Flexi or Occasional Boarding basis. This creates 

a lively and vibrant community both during the week and at 

the weekends ‑ Cade House is always a busy Boarding House, 

regardless of the day of the week.  

  Pupils have a mature appreciation about how to stay 
safe and physically and mentally healthy, particularly in 

terms of diet, exercise and a balanced life‑style.    
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2023 



The Balance of Boarding  
Our Boarders have the opportunity to turn the school into their playground at the end of the day, 
enjoying all the facilities The Prep has to offer.

Whether it is to burn off steam or relax in Cade House, there 

is a tailor‑made activity programme to suit each child’s 

personality and needs. One of the many appeals of boarding at 

The Prep is the endless opportunities outside of the school day.  

Children can choose what they like to do in their free time and 

are always supported by friends and House staff. 

Each child in the Boarding House joins a ‘family’ of around 

approximately eight other boarders from across Year 3 to 8. This 

creates a huge sense of belonging and friendship. Every Sunday, 

children sit in their families for supper, as well as taking part in 

family competitions at the weekends! 

Evening activities 
• Playing on the Field 
• Chill-out Time 
• Tennis
• Inflatable Swim 
• Arts & Crafts

• Wellbeing & Yoga
• Spotlight (Hide & Seek 

throughout School)
• Baking
• Board Games 

• Just Dance 
• Table Tennis 
• Football 
• Dodgeball 
• Danish Longball 

• Music Practice 
• Coding 
• Book Club

Weekend activities 
• Darts 
• House Quiz 
• Bowling 
• Movie Nights 
• Crazy Golf 
• Silent Discos
• GoApe 

• Cinema 
• Laser Tag
• Bath Road & Town Trips
• Water Fights
• Aquaventure 
• BBQs 
• Trips to the Park 

• Climbing Wall & Caving 
• Bingo Night
• Boarders Bake-Off 
• Theatre Trips 
• Tuck Shops 
• Zorbing 
• ‘Cade Festival’ 

• Go Karting 
• Ninja Warrior 
• Pool Parties 
• Colour Run 
• Outdoor Cinema



More Than  
a Boarding House 
Our pastoral support systems mean that boarders always 

feel supported, whether that is when they have personal 

challenges or to celebrate their success. Our team of 

Boarding Tutors, Matrons and House staff take time to 

get to know the characters, personalities, and pressure 

points of the children in their care so they feel secure 

and listened to. 

  Boarders say that they value 
the very strong team spirit and sense 
of community within the boarding 
house and being part of the 
boarding house ‘family’.  

Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2023 

Keep in Touch 
There is a weekly school newsletter, ‘Prep Connected’ 

emailed to parents every Friday afternoon. This includes 

highlights from the past seven days across The Prep 

community. Make sure you are signed up to receive it!

Follow Cade House on Instagram 
to find out more about life as 
a Boarder! @cadehousecc

Scan me to watch our 
Boarding House videos!



Military Families  
Cheltenham College has a long and distinguished connection with the military dating back to 1841. 
It is a connection and understanding that remains just as strong within our community today. We 
are one of only three schools in England to have its own military colours! 

For children from military families, boarding gives stability 
and a second family. Routines and familiarity enable children 
to settle quickly into Cade House, feeling happy, safe and part 
of a community. 

Our staff include ex‑military personnel who add a greater depth 
of understanding to how best to support and nurture the 
children of military families.  

With high numbers of military boarders our children have 
a sense of community across the different ages; they share 
their experiences and empathise with one another, when 
challenges, such as long‑term postings occur. 

With round 50 Full Boarders, Cade House is bustling, busy and 

exciting every weekend. Your child will always have friends to 

chat to, play alongside and have fun with. Lifelong friendships 

are made in Cade House! 

In Cheltenham, we are within easy reach of Salisbury Plain, 

Shrivenham, Brize Norton and the ARRC. Travel arrangements 

at the beginning and end of terms can be arranged by the 

boarding staff with flexibility, where possible, to suit your needs. 

International Boarders
Cade House provides a traditional British education but with a strong outlook on cultural diversity.

How often can I contact my child?
Boarders are given access to their devices each evening between 

19.00 – 20.00, allowing them to communicate with family.

How do you manage international time difference?
Having international boarders, we are aware of the implications 

of time difference. Boarders are able to collect their phone from 

Matron throughout the day. For example, at breaktime, children 

can collect their phones to communicate with parents.

Who organises travel arrangements for my child for 
Exeats, Half Term and End of Term?
Our travel department can arrange transport for your child. 

Whether this is travel to the airport, or a coach to London at 

Exeat, this can be managed in‑house.

Do I need a guardian in the UK?
Yes. All parents who reside abroad, or who spend extended 

periods abroad with work, must appoint a guardian in the UK 

to act with their fully authority. Guardians should be at least 25 

years old and based no further than 90 minutes from The Prep.

How do you manage medical appointments?
We have a Health Centre on the campus with Nurses, Mental 

Health Practitioners and a GP. For external hospital or dental 

appointments, your child will be taken by a member of staff.

What happens if my child is missing home?
At some point every Boarder will miss home. Our staff are very 

experienced in supporting children who feel this way and with 

lots of friends in the Boarding House, they will soon feel better!

Boarding House Options 
Cade House Houseparents are very approachable and flexibile and will always do their best to meet parents’ needs on any 

boarding solution where possible.

Occasional Boarding Flexi Boarding Full Boarding 
The option to board as and when your 

child needs and would like to.*  

*Subject to availability in the 
Boarding House.

Flexi Boarding is anything from one 

to four nights per week, with a yearly 

boarding commitment .*

*Termly Flexi Boarding available subject to 
availability in the Boarding House. 

Full Boarders stay in House during the 

week and over most weekends. Typically, 

children are in seven weekends during 

a term.*

*Based on a 13 week term. 
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